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FROM THE BENEFICE

November 2021

Dear Friends
Halloween literally means the evening before All Hallows Day, or better known as All Saints Day. The modern
celebration of Halloween on the 31st October is now accompanied by spooky fancy dress parties and treats
for the children – a far cry from its Christian beginnings!
November brings with it a time of remembrance. All Souls Day, which follows All Saints Day, is a time to
remember those friends and family members we have lost. We have had a difficult, and for many distressing,
eighteen months, during which many families have been unable to say goodbye to their loved ones in the
way they might have wished. You may have taken the opportunity to attend a special service on Sunday 24th
October, advertised in last month's magazine. Those who attended the service were invited to give the names
of those they wished to be remembered and to light a candle in their memory.
In our hearts and minds we carry the memories of those we love and have lost. We give thanks for them,
because they are, and always will be, part of our lives. We celebrate them because they have given us a
legacy of love, which enriches us. We grieve for them because we are human beings, who struggle with the
pain of separation.
However our sadness is tempered by the hope of everlasting life, through the earth-shattering events of
Easter. By His rising from the dead, Jesus offers us the prospect of a new and better life, joyfully reunited
with our loved ones. We can look forward with hope in our hearts!
On Thursday 11th November, Remembrance Day, we remember those who gave their lives for their country
in wartime. Their dearest wish would have been that we could hope for a future free from the suffering and
bloodshed of war. As usual the people of Rimpton and Marston Magna join together for a service of
Remembrance. This year it will be in Rimpton church on Sunday 14th November at 10.45am. All are very
welcome to this service.
In some ways this is a sombre time of year, but as life is slowly returning to normal, I hope you will have
treasured happy memories of those you love to sustain you.
Richard Gardner
Join the fight against modern slavery
Last month, on Anti-Modern Slavery Day, churches across Somerset were lit in bright red as part of the Clewer Initiative’s
campaign to show their stand against modern slavery. Clewer is the national work of the Church of England to combat
modern slavery. They support churches across the country to help tackle it where they are, especially with their Hidden
Voices programme.
Bath Abbey, which recently hosted a Monuments, Empire and Slavery exhibition to explore the Abbey’s past connections
with the transatlantic slave trade, was one of the ‘red churches’. Yet, 200 years after the abolition of the slave trade
there could still be up to 136,000 men, women and children trapped in modern slavery in the UK. The first town to
petition against the transatlantic trade slave was Bridgwater and today the community is still active in battling slavery
and are part of Hidden Voices Somerset which has had 60+ lay people and clergy involved from five denominations.
An event to mark Anti-Slavery Day was held on 18 October at St Mary’s Church, Bridgwater.
The theme for this year’s Anti-Modern Slavery Day was #OrdinaryActivist and Clewer shared stories of people from all
walks of life doing their bit to fight modern slavery, from the bride sourcing an ethical dress for her wedding to a mum
working in the evenings and during her child’s nap times to raise awareness of the issue.
If you think you could be an #OrdinaryActivist visit: theclewerinitiative.org
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CALENDAR OF SERVICES

November 2021
Wednesday 3rd November
RIMPTON

SUNDAY 7th November
MARSTON MAGNA
RIMPTON
SUNDAY 14th November
MARSTON MAGNA
RIMPTON
SUNDAY 21st November
MARSTON MAGNA
RIMPTON
SUNDAY 28th November
MARSTON MAGNA
RIMPTON

MARSTON MAGNA
OCTOBER 2021

BENEFICE HOLY COMMUNION (BCP) Monthly Benefice Communion
at 10.00am at St Mary’s Church, Rimpton
Benefice Communion; Book of Common
Prayer.
GREEN
TRINITY XXII
Morning Worship at 9.30 am.
Reader: Mrs P Hopkins
Sidesman: Mrs P Hopkins
Holy Communion at 10.45 am
Reader: Mr D Gatrill-Smith
GREEN – REMENBRANCE SUNDAY
TRINITY XXIII
No service at Marston Magna – see below Reader: TBA
Sidesman: NA
Joint Service of Remembrance with
Reader: TBA
Marston Magna at 10.45 am.
GREEN
TRINITY XXIV
Joint Holy Communion at 9.30 am.
Reader: TBA
Joint service with Rimpton
Sidesman: Mr R Venning
No service – see above
GREEN
ADVENT SUNDAY
No morning service – see below
No morning service – ADVENT CAROLS Reader:
At 6.30 pm Benefice Service at Rimpton.

Church Cleaning

Church Flowers
High Altar

7th November

Mrs Bateman

14th November
21st

November

28th

November

31st October
6th

November
November
20th November
27th November
4th December
13th

Locking Up

Mrs N Jackson
Mr H Privett

Mrs Knott & Mrs Whittell

Mrs Knott

Mr & Mrs P North

Advent - No flowers

Dr T Smith

Advent - No flowers
Church Flowers
High Altar

Mr & Mrs R Knott
Locking Up

Mrs Le Hardy & Mrs Stephens

Mrs Gatrill-Smith

Mr R Gibbs

Mr & Mrs Green
Mr & Mrs Green
Mrs Walton & Mrs Millington
Mrs Walton & Mrs Millington
Mrs Hale

Mrs Gatrill-Smith
Mrs Galvin
Mrs Galvin
Advent - No flowers
Advent - No flowers

Mrs Sedwell
Mr Burton
Mr Fewkes
Mrs Woolley
Mr Bisset

5th

December
RIMPTON
OCTOBER 2021

TBA

Church Cleaning
(Now fortnightly)

FIR VILLA COMMUNION
Still not yet possible. For further information do please contact the Church Wardens.
MARSTON & RIMPTON STUDY GROUP
The Marston & Rimpton Study Group will meet at Back Lane House, Rimpton on Wednesday 10th and Wednesday 24th
November. Please contact Penny Holt for details on 01935 850354.
Rimpton Church
Simon and Penny Holt have kindly provided large print copies of the Service Book. If you would like to use one, please
ask.
C. McCreight
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RIMPTON VILLAGE HALL DIARY – What’s on? – Regular items and contacts
Tuesdays
9.30 – 10.30 am Yoga Classes
Kate Whittell 07881 628780
Wednesdays
7.30p.m. – 10.00 p.m. Badminton
Dale McLoughlin 851100
For the Diary
For hall bookings – please contact Dale McLoughlin – 851100
8th November
Marston Magna & Rimpton WI meeting 7 pm at MM VH
10th November
Crafts at Christmas, Rimpton Village Hall 10 am to 1 pm
14th November
Remembrance Sunday Service 10.45 am
17th November
Ladies Walking Group 9.30 am Rimpton VH car park

MARSTON MAGNA VILLAGE HALL DIARY - What's on? - Regular items and contacts.
Mondays
10.00 am – 11.00 am Exercise Class.
Steph Edwards
07444 979297
11.00 am – 12 noon Stretch & Tone Class
Steph Edwards
07444 979297
7.00 p.m. Summer. - 2nd Monday monthly W.I – Jenny Dench
01935 850592
Wednesdays
10.20 am – 12.30 – Art Classes
Jane Brayne
01749 831006 / 07763 857101
Thursdays
2.30 – 4.30 p.m. Short Mat Bowls
Tony Green
01963 220943
Fridays
10.30 a.m. – 12 noon Marston Village Café every First and Third Friday morning of the month,
5.00 p.m.- 7.15 p.m. Pilates
Contact Mo
07815 748518
Various classes – do check on the notice board in Village Hall
For the Diary.
8th November
Marston Magna & Rimpton WI meeting 7 pm
14th November
Remembrance Sunday Service 10.45 am at St Mary’s, Rimpton
3rd December
Village Café – Memorial Fund Raiser 10.30 am to 12 noon
11th December
Christmas Party 7pm
20th December
Children's Christmas Party 3pm - 5pm
5th June 2022
Jubilee Party
18th June 2022
The Midsummer Fete
For Village Hall bookings – please contact Judy Suckling Tel. 851418

The Mobile Library WILL BE IN Rimpton on the 17th November. It will be in Home Farm Lane, BA22 8AS
between 11.50 am and 12.40 pm. The Mobile Library calls every four weeks and really must be used, or we will
lose it.

Re-cycling and Waste Collections
Recycling is rather complicated now! If in doubt check the following web address –
https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling-collections/
RE-CYCLING IS NOW EVERY TUESDAY in Marston Magna from 6 a.m., BUT Garden Wheelie Bin
Collections are collected from 6 a.m., on Thursday’s, on the 11th and 25th November.
Refuse bins will be collected once every three weeks and the next ones will be on Tuesday 16th November
and 7th December.
RE-CYCLING IS NOW EVERY FRIDAY in Rimpton from 6 a.m. Garden Wheelie Bin Collections are
collected from 6 a.m., on Thursday’s, on the 11th and 25th November.
Refuse bins will be collected once every three weeks and will be on Friday 12th November and Friday 3rd
December.
This does depend upon available staff and there are delays at present, caused by staff shortages.
Recycling Centres are now open.
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Letter from the Assistant Bishop of
Bath & Wells
Alistair Redfern and Chair of the Clewer
Initiative - ‘There is much to do’

REMEMBRANCE WEEKEND
The War Memorial in Marston Magna is on the wall
of the Church but in Rimpton it is the Church
Lectern. There are ten names on the Lectern from
the First World War whose names are read out in
the Remembrance Service on the Sunday.

Our church faces many challenges about funding,
organisation,
credibility,
and
appropriate
approaches to mission. Where might modern
slavery fit in?

There is one name read out from the Second
World War, but the name is not on the Lectern
because he was a civilian. He was Arthur Donald
Sibley, and he was killed by enemy bombing on 3rd
September 1942. The 80th anniversary will be
next year. He was a signalman at Castle Cary
Station and as such he was in a dangerous
position and literally a sitting target because this
was a main junction for troops and supplies being
moved to the south and west.

Bath and Wells is a leading light within the Church
of England in terms of a positive and effective
response to the growing evil of modern slavery. On
behalf of the Clewer Initiative, which coordinates
the Church of England’s work in this area, I would
like to say a huge thank you to David Maggs, Sian
Owen, and others. They have helped the diocese
lead the way in raising awareness, offering training
to establish community resilience, fight back
against the phenomenon of county lines (the
involvement of children and young people in drug
trafficking), and pioneered the development of
partnerships which enable the church to play a key
role in both care and prevention. Bath Abbey has
been doing some ground-breaking work about
monuments and the transatlantic slave trade with
an approach which will be very helpful to others.
Yet, with modern slavery increasing, there is much
to do.

Every year for the last seventy-eight years since
1942, first his widow and his daughter and then his
daughter, Mrs Martin, with her husband, have
brought white chrysanthemums to Rimpton
Church for the armistice weekend, together with
the standard wooden cross and poppy and there
is no reason to think that the same will not happen
this 79th year.
The paten (the silver plate) regularly used in the
Communion Service in the Church was inscribed
and given in his memory and has been in regular
use ever since. On at least one Remembrance
occasion it has been used to hold, for giving out,
sprigs of rosemary, as Shakespeare says in
Hamlet, (‘rosemary, that’s for remembrance’.

Jesus calls us to love God and our neighbour as
ourselves. The gospel makes clear that the
neighbour is not just the person next door but is
particularly the person everyone easily passes by
– while they are suffering without hope. In Matthew
25 Jesus makes it clear that we meet Him in the
poor and oppressed – or in Clewer’s words,
Hidden in Plain Sight.

Mrs Martin was 14 when her father was killed.
Whatever the religion or none, it may be
appropriate to visit the Church and spend a few
moments reflecting on the Memorials, looking at
the white chrysanthemums and considering the
long-lasting legacies of war.

In the modern rush to grab cheap goods and
services, we rarely notice those who may suffer
and are criminally controlled in order to provide
them. As we rightly reorder our priorities as
churches, our ways of working, our mission and
service – modern slavery is a key indicator of
whether we aim to serve the church as our own
safe place, or whether we aim to be out on that
road between Jerusalem and Jericho, looking to
encounter and rescue and raise up those who are
trapped and suffering and generally ignored.

John Spencer
The clock on Marston Magna Church Tower
The 11th November 2021 will mark the 110th
anniversary of the installation of the present clock.

Let us not rest on our laurels, but build upon our
work so far, so that others may be brought good
news, embraced into our communities, and given
confidence to know the love of God through the
love of their neighbours.

The Reverend G. F. C. Peppin was Rector here
from 1905 until 1924, a total of 19 years. He would
have been here during the Great War 1914-1918
and was instrumental in ordering the clock. He was
also present when the brass plate was erected in
the nave, bearing the names of the nine
combatants who were killed from Marston Magna
during that “Great War”.

Every blessing
+ Assistant Bishop Alistair
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Revd Peppin was an amateur historian and wrote a
booklet called “Marston Magna and its Church”,
printed by St Stephen’s Press, St Stephen Street,
Bristol in 1924. In this booklet he writes about the
“modern” clock in our church tower as follows: -

THE RAIN REPORT
September rainfall totalled 57 mms (2¼ inches) with
8 wet days, almost exactly the September average
of 58 mms (2¼ inches). That said, it was nearly a
dry month with the majority of this rain (37 mms)
falling on the last 4 days of the month, and the other
20 mms (¾ inch} falling on 4 days in the middle of
the month.

“The later addition of the current clock must be
mentioned, namely, the erection of a new clock to
celebrate the conclusion of the Great War,
dedicated by the Lord Bishop of the diocese (the
late Dr. Kennion) on 11th November 1919, the first
anniversary of Armistice Day. It was by the
unanimous vote of the whole parish that this was
made the public memorial of so great an event, and
all the parishioners entered heart and soul into the
scheme, with the above-mentioned result. The work
was entrusted to Messrs. Gilleat and Johnstone, of
Croydon. It has faces on the north and west sides of
the tower and strikes the Westminster chimes. At
the same time there was a dedication of a brass
tablet in memory of the nine men who lost their lives
during the war.”

There have been two exceptionally dry periods
recently. Commencing on 23rd August, there were
17 successive dry days and commencing 15th
September there were 12 successive dry days.
Periods of more than 10 successive dry days are
quite rare.
Total rainfall for the first 9 months of the year is 591
mms (23¼ inches), just above the average for this
period of 570 mms (22½ inches).
Ricky Gibbs

In February 1979, Mr Jack Batson was presented
with an oil-painting by Mr Gerald Leader and
commissioned by the P.C.C. of Marston, of St.
Mary’s Church. The gift was a memento of Mr
Batson’s faithful work in winding up the church clock
mechanism every day for 26 years and as captain
of the bell ringers for 50 years.

RIMPTON PARISH COUNCIL
The full Minutes of all meetings, including all
Appendices, can still be viewed and/or downloaded
from the Village Website by going to the Rimpton
website
(http://rimpton.net/parish-council/parishcouncil-meetings/draft-parish-council-minutes/) and
(in part) on the village noticeboard, and you can also
see them by getting in touch with the Parish Clerk.

In 1988 the Lady Chapel Screen and the wooden
railings over were restored. The brass cross and
candlesticks were inscribed with dedication and
village name. In that same year the Tower Clock
was converted to electricity. Mr Batson (senior) had
by then wound the clock for many years. However,
he suffered from Arthritis, which made it difficult for
him to climb the tower to wind it. The clock was
converted to electricity in memory of Rear Admiral
Philip Illingworth, who then lived in “The Manor”.

If you do not have an internet device, you should
find the minutes on the noticeboard by the bus
shelter, or you could ask the Clerk for a copy.
Patrick Pender-Cudlip, Clerk & RFO - Rimpton
Parish Council. The Cobblers, High Street, Queen
Camel, Yeovil, Somerset BA22 7NE; Tel. 01935
850692; Rimpton.Parish.Council@outlook.com

On 11 April 1997 there was a launch of the
“Restoration Appeal” to repair the church, especially
the tower, and to bring the building in good order to
celebrate the Millennium. By June 1998 the sum of
£41,623.40 had been raised. Work began on the
tower in January 1998 – to stabilise the pinnacles
and re-point the walls and stonework of the tower.
The fund received £339 from Somerset County
Council to re-gild the figures on the clock on the
tower.

Norman Henry Watkins - Memorial Fund
Raiser
Those of you who know me, and got to know my
dad over the last 7/8 years since he came to live
with me, will already know that he passed away on
the 3rd September, his 89th birthday. He was
never one to be the centre of attention and didn’t
want a funeral. As family and lifelong friends are
very thin on the ground, I have decided to hold a
memorial fundraiser instead feeling that he would
very much approve. Although he never made a
fuss about himself, he would fight tooth and nail if
he thought someone else was being unjustly
treated, next time you see me ask me about the
Ravel Shoe incident.

The work continued making safer the steps leading
to the ringing chamber and providing a grab rope.
S D Crabb
Editor

7

I am very grateful to the lovely ladies that run the
Village Cafe who have agreed to let me take over
their morning on the 3rd December for this event.
Please come along for your usual chat and catchup, tea, coffee, a cake, and biscuit will be free that
morning but there will be a donations box and
hopefully a cake stall and raffle. Dad donated to
quite a few charities on a monthly basis, but I have
chosen WATER AID and THE GURKHA TRUST
out of his list so please give as much as you feel
you can.

Thanksgiving reception and a tour on Sunday 17th
October.
Guy Bridgewater, Rector of Bath Abbey, said: “We
are overjoyed to celebrate the completion of the
building work of the major Abbey Footprint project.
The vision of a fully restored Abbey floor, and
greatly enhanced facilities for welcome, worship
and ministry with the city and its visitors, has been
gloriously fulfilled.
The Celebration Service is a chance to express
our gratitude to God - and to everyone who has
helped renew Bath Abbey by their generosity,
patient faith and hard work.”

Karen Price.
MEMORIAL FUND RAISER
FRIDAY 3rd DECEMBER
MARSTON MAGNA
VILLAGE CAFE
10.30 - 12.00

MILK BOTTLETOPS
Can you all please remember to remove the foil
pull caps from the tops, because the metal
detector on Perry’s conveyor belt stops the
machines. Also remember it is only plastic tops
with a 2 or 4 in the recycling symbol that I can
accept, all the rest go in my wheelie bin.

Planting the green canopy
Bishop Ruth was invited with all the Bishop’s in the
Church of England to plant a tree as part of the
Queen’s Green Canopy initiative; a royal initiative
which asks people from across the UK to plant a
tree to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee next
year.

There is a company called Massmould, who
produce tops made from the same plastic as milk
bottle tops e.g. Robinson’s squash, and Evian
water, so from now on, I can accept any tops made
by Massmoulds.

Bishop Ruth was given a broadleaf sapling by
Forestry England and asked to choose a special
place to plant it. The tree represents the bishops’
commitment to “pray, speak out and take action”
on climate change. She donated her tree to King
Ina Church of England Academy in Somerton to
plant in the grounds of their new school. Though it
is a very small sapling now it’s hoped the tree will
eventually grow to around 30 feet high. It will help
the environment by absorbing and storing carbon
and will also act as a symbol of the church’s
commitment to take care of God’s world.

Please do continue to save the bottle tops and as
soon as the Café re-opens, which hopefully will be
in May or June, we can start to gather them
together. Thank you everyone.
Marion Dean,
13 West End, 01935 850032
SHORT MAT BOWLS
After what seems a lifetime of inactivity - Marston
Magna Short Mat Bowls Club is now back!!

Bishop visits new school
If you are new to the villages of Marston Magna or
Rimpton and looking for a new hobby, why not give
short mat bowls a try? There is no age limit, no
joining fee, plenty of parking and no previous
experience necessary. It is an easy game to learn,
and bowls can be provided. All you need is a pair
of flat shoes.

The pupils at King Ina Church of England
Academy in Somerton enjoyed showing their new
school to Bishop Ruth and other supporters at a
special celebration assembly. The new space
brings together the pre-school, Infant and Junior
schools.
Bishop Ruth encouraged the children to ‘recognise
that there is so much in our world to be thankful
for’.

We play on Thursday afternoons, 2.30-4.30pm in
Marston Magna Village Hall. You do not have to
commit to coming along every week; the first week
was free and it is just £2 per session thereafter to
include a cup of tea and a biscuit – sometimes a
piece of cake too! It really is a great way to make
new friends - and you can be sure of a warm
welcome.

Abbey celebrations
Hundreds
of
Bath
Abbey’s
supporters,
congregation, staff and volunteers have attended
a special Footprint Celebration Service followed a
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If you would like more information, contact Tony or
Marlene Green on 01963 220943.

For more on waste a fire risks,
somersetwaste.gov.uk/slider/binblaze/

Marston Magna & Rimpton
WI Report for October 2021

see:

Find more time, do more online
Use My Waste Services and My Collection Day at
somersetwaste.gov.uk to get things done fast,
including:
■ Check collection days and calendars
■ Order recycling containers free
■ Purchase garden waste subscription
■ Buy garden waste sacks and book pick-ups
■ Arrange clinical and assisted waste collections
■ Set up paid-for bulky waste collections
■ Remove a refuse or garden waste bin
■ Send a comment, complaint, or compliment
■ Pay to drop off asbestos/plasterboard
■ Get a free recycle site van or trailer permit
■ Log any missed collections after 7pm on due
day; we aim to return for any reported missed
collection within two working days.

Our October meeting was open to visitors and was
very well attended. We were entertained by Leela
Bunce, who spoke about 'The History of
Burlesque....not just fans and feathers'.
The next meeting will be at 7.00pm on Monday 8th
November, when we will be making Christmas
Decorations.
If you would like further information please contact
Jenny Dench (Secretary) 01935 850592
jennydench@hotmail.com , The Old Exchange,
Camel St., Marston Magna

QUEEN CAMEL
TENNIS CLUB

Don't forget the winter recycle site hours have
started

A small friendly Club with 2 floodlit hard
courts for all players on either a ‘Pay & Play’
basis or as a club member. A wide variety of
coaching is available including Saturday a.m.
coaching for Juniors plus Camps in the
holidays.
Tennis is now back
We are now welcoming new members for this
season, and you can pay and play and join and
be a member.
Visit www.queencameltennisclub.co.uk or call
the Club
Secretary on 01935 850300 for more
information.

Recycle sites are now on their winter timetables:
weekends 9am-4pm and, when open, weekdays
9am-5pm. Back to summer hours from 1 April
2022. More details of every recycle site:
somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/centres/
Somerset Waste
CHRISTMAS CAKES
I have now started making Christmas cakes, mostly
small ones, Christmas cupcakes and Christmas cake
slices, but if you would like a made to order, a special
size then please do ring or text me.

Soaking, keeps your fun bonfire night safe

Val Tilly
07771 888012

Fireworks and bonfires need careful handling to
avoid a bin blaze. Drench fire or barbeque embers,
or let them cool completely, before throwing away.
Take the same care with the contents of ashtrays.

RIMPTON HARVEST SUPPER.
We had a wonderful turnout from the village for the
Rimpton harvest supper. Everyone was delighted to
be able to sit down together after a long period of
lockdown.

Once your bonfire party has finished, soak fully
spent fireworks in water and then they can be
disposed of in your general rubbish or taken to a
recycling site. Misfired or partly spent fireworks
must be soaked in a container of water overnight,
until properly sodden, and the manufacturer or
supplier should be contacted for guidance on
disposal.

We started the evening with a toast, sponsored by
a generous gift from the Baillie family, in memory of
Jean, who died earlier this year. She was born in the
village and lived almost all of her life in Rimpton. Her
wonderful smile and sunny character is missed by
us all.
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After a delicious supper, Warren Benbow ran the fun
auction of local fresh produce, preserves and
generous donations of strawberries from Chilton
Cantelo, a meat voucher from The Story Pig and the
beautiful harvest loaf, given by The Bakery, West
Camel.
With the proceeds of ticket sales, auction and raffle
we raise just over £1,300 for St Mary‘s Church
Rimpton.
A wonderful result made possible by all those who
contributed salads and puddings, sold tickets, and
helped on the night and of course all of you who
attended. Thank you all so much.
Morag Le Hardy,
PCC member
Queen Camel Bowls Club
Queen Camel bowls club. If anyone is interested
in playing do, please contact Norman Holt on
01935 850646.

Rimpton Ladies Walking Group
The next walk will be on Wednesday
17th November. We will meet in the
Village Hall car park, at 9.30 am.
For full details contact
Sue Walton - Telephone 851818

MARSTON MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL
Full Minutes including all Appendices can be viewed
and/or downloaded from the Village Website, by
going to: https://marstonmagnaparish.co.uk/agendasminutes/ . Anybody unable to use the website who
needs to see a hard copy of the full Minutes please
contact any of the Councillors.
Do watch the Parish Council website for dates and
more details. The next meeting will be at 7 pm on
24th November.
A reminder that the public may speak at the start of
a Parish Council meeting in the Public Session,
even if the meeting is held online with Zoom. Please
contact me for details.
Lucy Gibbons – Clerk to Marston Magna Parish
Council. Rose Cottage, Pendomer, Yeovil,
Somerset, BA22 9PH. T: 01935 863106 - Email:
l.gibbons@btinternet.com

Footpaths - A report from
Marston Magna Parish Council
Our footpaths are a huge asset to the village and
greatly appreciated by many of us as who live
here. It is hugely frustrating then when we see
them, badly signed, badly maintained and even
deliberately blocked. The responsibility for
maintaining our highways falls on Somerset
County Council. In the common law of England
and Wales, a highway occurs where there is a
public right of passage over land at all times
"without let or hindrance" that follows a particular
route. Thus, a footpath is also classed as highway
and protected as such under the highways act
1980. Under section 130, SCC have a duty to
assert and protect the rights of the public to the
use and enjoyment of any highway for which
they are highway authority. Not only that, SCC’s
own policy also supports this.
However, unfortunately, they have been failing on
this over a considerable period of time. So at the
last meeting of your Parish Council we voted
unanimously to start the section 130A (‘s130A’)
process, which in essence is simply an application
to the magistrate’s court. This worked we had an
email confirming that they would look into and
resolve the issues we raised in the Parish. Time
will tell.
Whilst it is the responsibility of the highways
authority to maintain our footpaths, there is a lot
we can do to help. One of the best ways is to
‘adopt a path’. If there is an official path that you
tend to use a lot this is worth considering. You are
registered as a volunteer and get sent a pack of
tools to help keep the vegetation cut back and to
replace missing direction arrows. If this is of
interest, you can get more information from Martin
Cooper at SCC, MDCooper@somerset.gov.uk.
If you are a landowner, please keep the footpaths
on your land sign posted, clear of vegetation and
gates or stiles well maintained.
If you use a path and there is a problem the very
best course of action is to log it on the Somerset
Roam
site:https://roam.somerset.gov.uk/roam/map Credit to
SCC, this is a really excellent tool. It overlays the
OS maps and not only allows you to log issues in
a formal way it is also a great way of discovering
new paths and navigating your way around the
County.
Lastly your Parish Council has fund matched a
grant towards the upkeep of footpaths. Once the
availability of materials has improved and the
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costs have stabilised a bit we will be pushing
ahead with our own program of works.
Howard Butterfield
Traffic Issues – A report from
Marston Magna Parish Council
The new Speed Indicator Device at the North end
of the village is working well and has helped to
slow the traffic travelling South through the village.
What would help further of course is a 20-mph
speed limit. These are becoming ubiquitous, the
Welsh government has already committed to a
national default 20mph limit for urban and village
roads, the Scottish Government has announced
that it plans for 20mph to become the norm in builtup areas and over 20 million people in the UK live
in 20 MPH zones. (Inner London is considering 15
mph) This all aligns with global best practice that
20mph or 30km/h is the maximum safe speed
where pedestrians, cyclists, and traffic mix or
where people live. It of course also supports Active
Travel and greener travel options.
Cornwall Council wants to reduce the default
speed limit to 20 mph in all residential areas which
are currently 30 mph, unhelpful then, to say the
least, that the police have openly said they will not
be enforcing the new speed restrictions.
It can’t be too long before an enlightened authority
understands that the Somerset villages should
promptly follow suit. With no pavements, no
streetlights (thankfully, for the nocturnal wildlife)
our listed buildings that keep getting the corners
knocked off and children and adults alike that take
their life into their hands should they venture out
on a bicycle. One may be forgiven for wondering
why it is taking so long.
Howard Butterfield
Wessex Internet
Marston Magna gets connected to ultrafast
broadband
You may already be aware that Wessex Internet is
in the area to connect homes and businesses to full
fibre broadband.
They will be connecting properties to the same
ultrafast broadband that towns and cities have
enjoyed for many years. Installation will be free of
charge as the government is funding connections to
rural and hard to reach areas as part of an ongoing
initiative.
In Marston Magna, Wessex Internet is working
under two types of funding programme. Regardless
of which one your property falls within the end result

is exactly that same. Everyone will be connected
free of charge but bear in mind your property may
be in a different programme from your neighbours
and friends – so you may receive communications
at different times. If you have any queries about
this, please do not hesitate to contact the team at
Wessex Internet.
What happens next?
You should have heard from Wessex Internet by
now – but if you haven’t, or have any queries about
your property, please get in touch with their sales
team – or register your details on their website. It
only takes a few minutes.
What is Wessex Internet?
If you have not heard of them, they are a privately
owned internet provider specialising in rural areas.
Their mission is to bring world class ultrafast
speeds and efficient connectivity – on par with
towns and cities – to hard-to-reach areas. Based in
the North Dorset countryside, the company was
born from a need by its founder to obtain a decent
internet connection to his farming estate. Upon
realising how much providers were charging for
connections to remote areas he took matters into
his own hands and formed his own business.
During the past 10 years the company has grown
and has connected over 2000 km of fibre across
Somerset, Dorset, Wiltshire, and Hampshire. They
currently employ over 100 people and is actively
recruiting for its Somerset base at Sparkford.
Visit: www.wessexinternet.com.
Call: 0333 240 7997.
Wessexinternet.com/careers
STUDIO 6 DESIGN & PRINT
New to our area are Lindsey Maguire and Sarah
Lowson, now living in Marston Magna, after relocating their business from Hampshire to
Sparkford, having decided on a change of scenery
to a county they’ve always loved.
Studio 6 was established over 30 years ago
specialising in looking after small businesses and
individuals with competitive prices and reliable
service.
They can help with logo design, business cards,
brochures, invoices, and flyers even in small
quantities. Sarah specialises in wedding
stationery, with everything for the big day from
“Save the Date” cards to Invitations, Orders of
Service, Place Cards, Table Plans etc. She also
offers a good range of personal stationery such as
notepaper, correspondence cards and for sadder
times, funeral Orders of Service often at short
notice.
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Studio 6 also offer copy shop services with
photocopying and building plans in black and white
or colour. Their website gives full details of their
services and location. www.studio-6.co.uk
Somerset Churches Trust Cycle Ride
The final total sponsorship for the ride totalled a
magnificent £506-00. Half will go to Rimpton
Church and half to the SCT general fund.
Thank you again to all those that so generously
sponsored me for this event. I might even be
tempted to try again next year.
Ricky Gibbs

Bird watching in November?
I was wondering what to say this month as,
disturbingly, we have seen very few birds in our
garden over the last month. We have our very
stolid pair of Robins, several Blackbirds which
enjoy foraging in the compost heap, Jackdaws and
Crows in abundance fly above us, a few Sparrows
love the pyracantha berries on the roadside, and
Starlings have begun to flock temporarily on the
rooves of the next-door houses. But a year ago
roughly at this time we were also seeing three
kinds of Tits on our feeders, also Goldfinches,
Greenfinches, a Wren, and Great Spotted
Woodpeckers visited occasionally. I haven’t yet
seen any Fieldfares or Redwings in the village. A
friend living nearby in Rimpton alerted me to the
absence of birds. I wondered if others have
noticed this also. If so, do let me know, or write
our local Nature Watch Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/groups/rimptonandmarstonm
agnanaturewatch/

recently, enabling the birds to continue foraging in
the fields without needing to resort to bird feeders.
At the moment many Tit species are feeding
communally in mixed flocks in fields and gardens
– clever because they all feed in a different way
and therefore make the best of all the food there
is. Great Tits tend to take food from the ground,
Blue Tits feed in the branches, and Long-tailed Tits
and Goldcrests feed at the branch ends. Later in
the winter these flocks will break up and birds
settle back into a territory structure that they hope
to keep into the breeding season.
But I hope it’s not one more indication of the effects
of the much wider change in weather patterns, due
to climate change, one of the biggest and growing
threats to life on earth, let alone biodiversity. This
month world leaders will gather in Glasgow for the
COP26 meeting, to forge a global response to
climate change and we hope upon hope for an
effective outcome. Conservation organisations
such as the BTO (British Trust for Ornithology)
have gathered data for decades, and the signs are
not great for wildlife – far lower-than-usual counts
of birds are being reported from gardens. The
Great Tit has struggled more than most, numbers
well down on what is normally expected.
But let’s be hopeful for this late autumn. As I write
on 21st October it’s much colder, so probably the
birds will flock in! It’s a great time of year to put
out a feeder for the first time, or add a new feeder
or bird bath, or try a different type of food.
One bird to watch out in November for is the
Goldcrest, the smallest breeding bird in Britain,
weighing about the same as a 20p piece. Despite
their diminutive stature, they are capable migrants,
with a good number of our winter birds arriving
from Scandinavia; watchers on the coast in
October have seen hundreds arriving at once.
They are largely insectivorous, hunting for spiders
and small insects, watch out for them particularly
in any conifers. They will occasionally visit feeders
particularly when it gets very cold – they like
mainly suet and fat.
And in November do join us for some bird watching
further afield, on the Somerset Levels – Mat, from
Marston Magna will lead a group visit to Ham Wall,
on Thursday November 18th. We’ll have an
afternoon walk, then stay for dusk which will be
around 5pm, and hope to see the Starling
murmerations. If you’d like to join us, text me on
the number below. All very welcome.
Sam Woodhouse
078123 95912

It’s probably all fine – the cause might be the
unseasonably warm weather we’ve been having
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3rd Sparkford Scout Group

MOT Pre-Check and Call out
Service. Call Simon: 07969 123425 or
01935 850403
ssmotormedic@gmail.com –
Rimpton, Yeovil.

The Group is open to boys and girls and is run in
Sparkford Parish Hall
Beavers 6 -8 years old - Tuesdays from 6-7 pm
Cub Scouts 8–10.5 years - Mondays from 6.30 –
8pm
Scouts 10.5 – 14 years – Tuesdays from 7.15pm –
9pm
Explorer Scouts 14-18 years meets alternate
Thursday evenings
If you would like your child to be added to our
waiting list or if you are an adult who would like to
join us as a helper or assistant leader in any section
please contact me on 07538 502812.
Many thanks
Anne Tuck, Beaver Scout Leader.

Graham Raymond, Electrical & Plumbing
Services, Installer of Quality Bathrooms &
Kitchens including Tiling, Breakdowns, Repairs,
Alterations & Upgrades. Free Estimates, Trading
locally for 34 years. Please call Landline: 01935
851700 or my mobile: 07976 307449
BROADBAND PROBLEM? Any computer problem
solved: computers, networks or phone
lines. Broadband and networking installed for home
or office. Specialist engineer BT trained with over 30
years experience. Quality guaranteed, friendly service.
Tel. Richard Crabb 01935 808094 email
rc@broadbandfixit.com

Marston Magna Harvest Supper
Sadly we decided to cancel the Harvest supper
due for Saturday 23rd October, due to an outbreak
of COVID in the village and the huge increase in
cases in the South Somerset area. Hopefully
everyone by now will have had refunds.

REMOVALS & STORAGE - Armishaws
Removals will move your furniture or store your
goods. Office: - Wincanton Business Park,
Wincanton, Somerset, BA9 9 RT, Tel. 01963 34065,
email enquiries@armishaws.com
web www.armishaws.com using code BW 222

If you were going to bring donations of nonperishable food to the Harvest Supper as a
donation for the Lords Larder, do please deliver
these to the church.

Reliable Honest
Friendly Service for all your Motoring
Needs. Garden Machine Repair &
Service. All types of Car or Van
Maintenance, Services and Repairs,
Diagnostics, Fully Mobile,

We had sold 84 tickets, and it would have been a
really good event, but we must remain cautious,
and our thanks go to everyone who had worked so
hard on the supper, especially all the people
making puddings and preparing food.
We are still planning the Christmas Parties for
adults and children and will obviously keep a close
eye on what is happening locally.

Mell’s Helping Hand –
Hi, my name is Mell. I am local to the area.
I would like to offer my services to you, in
your home. I can help with: *Cleaning
*Personal Care * Dog Walking and sitting.
DBS Checked. Over 4 years’ experience in
care. FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MY
SERVICES CALL: 07495 934766

Paul Copp
Chair MMVHMC
ADVERTISMENTS & NOTICES.
KEITH TUCKER – Carpentry, Joinery, Building. Also, Handmade Kitchens, Fitted Kitchens,
Refurbishments, Garden Summer Houses and
Furniture.
Orchard Carpentry, Tel. 07799 546088
https://www.luntromanfort.org/
TREE CARE Chris Lee- Qualified Tree Surgeon
NCH (Arb) & NPTC, Gardener, Hedge Trimming,
Landscaping & more. Etc. Garden & Tree
Maintenance. Tel 01963 440352, New Number
Mobile 07899 000107

LAWRENCE
ELECTRICALS
Domestic/Commercial/Security (Inc. alarms/CCTV)
from extra sockets to Full Rewire. Tel: 01935
891090, Mobile 07889511576. Covering Dorset &
surrounding areas. Part P Registered for Building
Regulations.
Lawrence Dolan City & Guilds
Accredited. Free Estimates.
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PHILIP HODDER
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR.
Part P Registered, over 30 years’ experience,
small jobs welcome, personal service. - Rewiring,
replacement fuse boards, extra sockets, lights
etc. fault finding.
Telephone 01935 850027 & 07836 710130
Vale of Camelot Growers Sparkford BA22 7JR
info@valeofcamelotgrowers.co.uk - PANSIES CYCLAMEN - WALLFLOWERS - PRIMROSES
– PERENNIALS, HANGING BASKETS AND
PLANTED TUBS, OPEN FRIDAYS, AND
SATURDAYS 10am - 4pm, Derryn and Ollie,
Tel: 07969 372979

J C Roofing
& Building
Maintenance

ROGER DODD - A CLEAN SWEEP LTD
01935 813989 - Power Sweeping, Brush &
Vacuum, A Clean, Efficient & Professional
Service, NACS Member and HETAS
Approved, Fully Insured. Certificates Provided.
acleansweepsouthwest@hotmail.com

General roof repairs of pitched and
flat roofs

Chimney repointing and lead
flashings
Timber and plaster repairs
Gutter, fascia and soffit replacement
Contact your local tradesman on
Land 01935 840277
Mobile 07483 832654
Carer with 20 years’ experience Friendly &
discreet DBS insurance References on South
Somerset micro-Provider directory: offering but
not limited to Personal care - Meal preparation
- housekeeping trips – Companionship –
Respite - Sitting service - Return from hospital
care. Rainbowsmile care 07944 879437 Kara

The Story Pig
Lavender Keepers Cafe & Shop
Do visit our Lavender Keepers & Shop!!
Open Thursdays - Sundays 10 am- 4 pm
Here you can come and have our home
baked produce with a delicious coffee and
enjoy our beautiful view, lavender field,
garden, and our animals.
Our farm butchery supplies our shop with all
our very free-range Tamworth pork
products. You can read more online:
www.thestorypig.co.uk
For our free-range Tamworth Hog Roast
enquiries, please call us on Tel.
07802443905

LANGUAGES AND MATHS TUITION
Qualified Teacher, DBS checked, offers
tuition for English/Maths GCSE, French or
Italian to native speaker level and English
for speakers of other languages. Contact
Linda Millington 07709613916 or
riventosa@gmail.com

The Story Pig, Lavender Keepers,
Great Pitt Lane, Sandford Orcas
DT9 4FG Sherborne
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ROSEBUD Lady gardener. RHS trained.
01963 220615 and 07708 267854,
rosie.suttle4@gmail.com

Garden Machinery Sales & Service
Unfortunately, due to retirement we are no
longer able to service garden Machinery.
Apologies for any inconvenience.

Fenny Ray Healing

Draper hand power tools plus
Gardening tools, Corded and Coreless Power
Tools, Drill Bits, Spanner sets, Socket sets,
Screw Drivers, Hammers, Chisels, Punches
and many others. Water fittings, Electric
fencing, Auto electrical consumables,
Antifreeze, Batteries, Oils, Maintenance
sprays, Gloves, Gate Hardware

Holistic Healing for Mind, Body
and Spirit

Angelic Reiki
Usui Ryoho Reiki

Pet food, A selection of pet food and
treats are in stock,
Location. Come and see for yourself
at Rimpton Road Marston Magna
TEL 01935 850426
Opening times
Mon – Fri 8 am – 5.00pm
Sat 8 am – 12.00 noon

Crystal Healing
Colour Mirrors Therapy
For more information, please
contact

Fenella Raymont
01935 851271 or 07790 937030

Accommodation Needed—2 beds
Winter Let/Annex/Flat/House-sit
Short-term
5 miles Sparkford
Working couple + working son
Waiting for planning consent on
land near Sparkford
(Apple Tree Nursery +
smallholding)
No kids, no pets, non-smokers
Call Whittick 01963 220855 &
07765 771184

fenny.ray@btinternet.com

DO YOU NEED YOUR GARDEN
MAINTAINED?
DON’T DELAY CALL MARK
TODAY!
VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES
GUARANTEED
Over 15 years experience
Grass Cutting
Fence painting
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Hedge trimming/Cutting
Rose pruning
Turfing/grass seeding, Pruning
Borders edges & tidied
Plus More, Contact Mark
Tel: 01935 424212 and
Mob: 07591 907214
10 years experience at Scotts Nurseries
Merriott

YOGA CLASSES

Caroline Holbrook Tuition - Does your child
need extra support to achieve their true
potential? Are they lacking in confidence? If
you are wondering how you can best support
your child with Maths or English, I can offer
weekly sessions, giving tailored support to
meet their needs.

YOGA
Rimpton Village Hall
Regular weekly Wednesday class
9.30 – 10.30am
Sandford Orcas Village Hall
Regular weekly Monday Class
6.30 – 7.30pm
£6 per class
Kate Whittell
07881628780 or
katewhittell@hotmail.com

As a very experienced primary school teacher,
I would love to help your child gain greater
confidence and knowledge to help them
progress. Please contact me to arrange a first
session:
07751156180.
carolineholbrooktuition@gmail.com

ww.magna-yoga.co
Xtra Help In

All abilities very welcome
Classes involve standing and floor work

Sarah Barry
Self Employed Support Worker

• Regular and one-off support available
• Personalised approach (what is important to you?)
• Dementia Friend
• DBS checked
• Compassionate and practical
• Understands the role of a carer

SHERBORNE GARDEN SERVICES

Tel: 01935 812908 / 07970 402457
Email: sarahbarry61@hotmail.com

‘professional, friendly, reliable’
Experienced provider of all aspects of
garden maintenance
07483 274446
enquiries@sherborne-garden-services.co.uk
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Looking after you and your
home

•

•

•

•

•

We can offer help with cleaning,
washing and ironing and other
tasks to keep your house tidy
Helping you to get up, wash,
shower or bathe, get dressed and
have breakfast.
We can drive you to appointments
or shopping and once there, will
help you every step of the way.
Meal preparation at Lunchtime and
teatime 7 days a week, we offer a
hot fish and chips from the local
chippy and delivery to your
doorstep
We are qualified and experienced
small team of community workers
and looking forward to hearing from
you.

Pilates
Fridays at Marston Magna Village Hall

Tel: 01935 507792 or 07895718611

5.00pm – 6.00pm (Beginners)

Email: silverstars.care@gmail.com

6.15pm – 7.15pm (Intermediate)
Private Sessions 1 to 1 also available

Contact Mo for details on:
07815 748518
mospilates@yahoo.com
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CRAFTS AT CHRISTMAS
RIMPTON VILLAGE HALL
SATURDAY 20th NOVEMBER
10.00am to 1.00pm

TEA, COFFEE AND BACON ROLLS
TOP QUALITY GIFTS
CAKES, CARDS, JEWELLERY, JAMS, CUSHIONS, CANDLES,
NATURAL COSMETICS, WOODEN TOYS, STOCKING
FILLERS AND MORE!

BRING YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY
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